The

IceBreaker
Nutmeg Curling Club
P.O. Box 5125
Bridgeport, CT 06610
203.615.0077 ph
NutmegCurling@aol.com
www.NutmegCurling.com

On the Bonspiel Trail

The First Sale! Nutmeg got its liquor license in December after
months (years) of paperwork and approvals. Joseph Smith, pictured above makes the first purchase from volunteer bartender
Mike Pearce.

Message From the President
Dear Nutmeggers2008 is upon us and things just seem to get better
and better! The Curl in the Dark event, the Ardsley
and Plainfield Friendlies and the Open Houses,
added to the High School Curling and our League
play make sure that something is going on at
Nutmeg most of the time. I am so appreciative of
the hard work put in by the League Chairs and the
many Committees- it is their effort that allow the
rest of us to enjoy the sport of curling in a pleasant
environment. Thank you all!

Nutmeg/Plainfield Friendly
Nutmeg brings home
the trophy for the Bridge
Event at the Nutmeg/
Plainfield friendly held
at Plainfield curling
club on February 9th.
After the first draw in
the morning Nutmeg
was ahead one point
and the afternoon draw
won both of the games
for a total score of 27 for Nutmeg and 23 for Plainfield. Nutmeg
won 3 out of the 4 games!!! Nutmeg participants were :Steve
Mannik, Nancy Brautigam, Sil Mannik, Bill Brautigam, Angelo
Marasciulo, Neal Varjas, Derek Surka, Charrissa Lin, Alan Alward,
Jeff Hannon, Sally Mackenzie. Plainfield did a wonderful job
providing food and hospitality. Next year the Bridge Event will be
held at Nutmeg!!
Mixed Playdowns
Congratulations to Nutmeggers Derek Surka and Charrissa Lin
for winning the Mixed Playdowns this weekend (Feb2)! They
will represent the GNCC (our regional curling organization) at
the Mixed Nationals in Detroit on March 15-22nd. Derek and
Charrissa went an impressive 7-0 to win the playdowns.
The other teammates were Sean Murray and Rachel Sethi from
Potomac curling club.
Continued on Page 7

Speaking of curling, the Mixed Club Champs from
the GNCC (our region) are our own Derek Surka and
Charissa Lin, we know they're great and now everyone else does too!! (I expect they'll carry that through to the National
Club Championships!!) How great to see Nutmeggers getting out on the bonspiel trail and mixing it up at other clubs!
Rob Reihl's rink finishing as finalists in the Second Event of the GNCC Men's 5 and Under event is spectacular! One year of
curling and they are doing so well. The same can be said for a multitude of other curlers heading out to various curling
events- while Nutmeg is wonderful I encourage you to put a group together and spend a weekend curling at another club's
bonspiel- it is how we support each other and, grow the sport.
Continued on Page 2
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Message From the President (Cont'd)
The Club Championship will be held this weekend and I look forward to meeting those of you that I do not know yet. This will
be a great opportunity for you all to meet fellow Nutmeggers who curl in different leagues- it's always great fun.
We are mere weeks away from the Golden Handle! Once a year Nutmeg hosts curlers from other clubs and puts on a great
bonspiel. In addition to furthering the sport of curling, it is a significant fund-raiser for us so please, pitch in and help out.
You'll see in this Icebreaker that there are numerous ways to do so. And, of course, come on down to cheer on the teams
representing Nutmeg. I guarantee you'll have a great time whatever you do!
We will close out the season with 'The Blarney Stone'; a curling event where teams are created from all members signing
up and the grand finale is when Jeff & Sally 'pull the plug' and the ice starts to melt (we even skate around on it!) Mark your
calendars for March 27 - 30th!
Last, a bit about fund-raising. We have a brand new million $$ curling facility and have been open one year. The majority of
the funds were raised by Nutmeg Curlers over the past 8 years and, most of it was from the former Nutmeg curlers. We want to
be sure that the club grows and prospers and don't want to do so by 'nickel and dimeing' our members. The bar is one source
of fund-raising for us (and one that we can enjoy), the Golden Handle another and our silent auction and annual meeting at
the close of the season. We don't look to raise funds through our individual club events throughout the year. So, if you can
help out keep Nutmeg in mind; we are a 501(c)3 so donations are deductible. We want to be the best curling facility that we
can be and, get our debt paid off too. Please participate in as many of the events as you can, don't let being a 'new curler' hold
you back- 3/4 of our members have curled for a season and a half; you are in good company!!!!!!!
See you on the ice,
Jennifer

Help Wanted for the Golden Handle
Amateur Magician: Club member or friend of Nutmeg that can perform parlor and /or card tricks. Perform table to
table for our guests during the Saturday night banquet, March 15. This is after an hour of cocktails so this doesn’t have
to be too polished!
Fortune Teller or Palm Reader: This is all fun! Would work the cocktail party crowd before the Golden Handle banquet.
Requires a costume, an old goldfish bowl and some acting. Your chance to predict the winners in Sunday’s final
events!
Circus Performers: Need three club members willing to dress up as circus performers and pose with GH teams for our
team photos and for candid shots during the cocktail party. Didn’t you ever want to join a circus?
Roustabouts: Need four or five able bodied roustabouts to transform the warm room on Friday, March 14 into larger
tables and expanded seating for dinner, then back
NUTMEG CURLING CLUB
again. No brains or leadership qualities required.
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
IceBreaker Editors

Jennifer Stannard
jenniferstannard@hotmail.com
Rob Reihl
robreihl@cox.net
Charlie Mack
mackchas@optonline.net
Pamela Smith
pamkilbourn@smithsresearch.net
Terry & Pam Smith
terencesmith@smithsresearch.net
pamkilbourn@smithsresearch.net
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Food Volunteers: You don’t have to know how to
juggle or walk on stilts to help us out at the Golden
Handle. Please sign up to bring food for lunches
and breakfasts. WE NEED YOU!! Contact Elly Bockley:
ebockley@optonline.net.
GIFT BASKETS NEEDED!! We would like completed
baskets if possible. If you need ideas contact Terrie
Allen atterrieallen@optonline.net. Drop baskets off
at the club with Terrie's name on it by February 29th.
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The
Upcoming Club Dates
February 21-24
March 1
March 13-16
March 22
March 28-30
March 30

IceBreaker

Nutmeg Club Championships
NoNut Friendly Nutmeg vs. Norfolk at Nutmeg
Golden Handle
Member-Guest with Potluck Dinner
Blarney Stone
Pull the Plug Party

GNCC Men's & Women's Club Championships

Nutmeg 5 & Under Bonspiel

Nutmeg hosted the GNCC Men's and Women's Club
Championship January 17-20. Congratulations to Team
Faircloth for winning the Men's event and winners of the
Women's event: Team Meechai from Ardsley and Team
Drummie of Potomac. They will represent the GNCC in
Mankato for the National Club Championships.

Nutmeg hosted the 5 & Under USWCA Open Bonspiel December
13-16, 2007. Fourteen teams, including one junior team and the
Yale University curling team joined in the fun. Feedback from
the participants was overwhelmingly positive.

Joanna Owens was the on-site chair, Sally Mackenzie was
head ice technician and many volunteers from Nutmeg:
timers, ice crew, bartenders helped make the event a
success. Curling officials, Herb Kupchik and Fred MacIntosh
worked the event.
This was the second time the GNCC has held a Men's Club
Championship that leads to Club Nationals. We doubled
the number of teams from the first year, the competition is
getting stronger and the camaraderie off the ice continues
to be fun.
Nutmeg fielded two men's teams: Team Hannon and Team
Smith. Kathy Moreley fielded a team in the Women's event.
Team Hannon lost to Faircloth in an exciting final match.

The bonspiel was the first 5 & Under Open Event sponsored
by the USWCA to promote “grass roots” curling. Each USWCA
region is eligible to host a 5 & Under open event. A beautiful
new traveling trophy was donated to each region for the event
along with newly designed pins.
The competition began on Friday afternoon. Highlights of
the bonspiel were the Saturday night filet mignon dinner and
raffle. Raffle prizes included curling equipment, a basket of
Connecticut-made items and a 24” flat screen television set.
Some snow and ice on Sunday morning caused a spinout on
the way to the club for one team, but didn’t slow down the
competition for the finals.
First Event winners, Broomstones II led by Skip Paul Marseglia
and teammates Karen Walker, Kent Seith and Stepanie Torta beat
the Broomstones III team of Bob Choy, Andy O’Rourke, Sharon
Quill and Sandy Bernstein.

Nutmeg on TV
A group of Nutmeg curling stars will be showcased on
Connecticut television. The show, on Crossroads Magazine TV,
should air the first weekend in March on CW20 and MyTV9. They
promised more details and confirmed dates, as soon as they
know.
Jim, Angelo, Don, Joel, Neal, Brian, Lee & Ann ... made up two
teams to play a few ends for the camera. Jim gave club history,
Angelo explained strategy, and Don taught Stephanie (the host)
how to play. Ann gave some general commentary, and everyone
looked great and showed how curling is done, and how it's fun.

3

Five & Under Fourth Event Runners Up:
Nutmeg III: Skip Carl Larouche (r), Maura Faughnan, Marie Lavigne,
Kathleen Blaine, Karen Shane (not pictured)
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Coming Soon! P.T. Barnum’s The Greatest Show on Earth
The circus is coming to town, so jump aboard! This is guaranteed to be fun. We need your help
and everybody, whether a new or old member, can and should play a part.
The Golden Handle bonspiel (curling tournament) is being hosted by Nutmeg Curling Club March
13-16. Circle those dates on your calendar. This is our biggest event of the year. Twenty teams from
throughout the Northeastern U. S. and Canada attend for a full weekend of activities, parties and
competitive mixed curling. This is also a significant money-maker for the club which goes toward
supporting our operating costs.
Whether you participate as a curler representing our club, helping on various volunteer committees,
attending our cocktail party and dinner dance (the circus) or supporting the teams from behind the glass, you are both
invited and encouraged to participate to the fullest in this our 43rd Golden Handle.

How to Get Involved:
As you know, we are a volunteer club. The Golden Handle weekend requires a lot of volunteer time and a host of talents
in order to make this a successful event. How can I help?

• being part of our Saturday night entertainment
• serving as a host in the warm room
• selling raffle tickets
• being a roustabout setting up and breaking down

• preparing and serving food for our guests
• bartending
• ice preparation between games
• decorating for our circus theme

the warm room and much more

Haven’t you always dreamed about running away and joining a circus?
If YOU can give us an hour or two over the weekend, we can make this a smashing event!!
Now it’s not all work and no play………we did say there was a circus in town! Plan to attend our Three Ring Circus
(fabulous cocktail party and dinner dance on Saturday night March 15th) . There will be circus entertainment, a show by
our famous Nutmeg Players and dancing to a great LIVE band - “Out of Touch” – directed by our own Frank Aulenti.
Please don’t be shy when you see the sign-ups going up or if asked to help on a committee. It’s a great way for new
members to get to know us better, to feel more involved and to have fun in the process.
We need everyone’s help– we can’t do it without YOU!! Experience one of the premier bonspiels on the east coast.

We are looking for special talents!
It takes a lot of hands and talents to run a great bonspiel AND the Greatest Show on Earth! What gifts and talents can
you share?

• artists/graphic arts
• singing/acting for the entertainment
• circus arts: juggling, magician, stilt walker, acrobatics
• making costumes
• applying circus make-up

• caricaturist
• musician
• running a popcorn cart
• photographer
• being a clown

Save the dates and please drop either George or Rob an email letting us know your interests so we can direct your
talents to the appropriate committee.

The circus is coming to town, so get on board!
Your Golden Handle Chairs – George Bagley gbagley@ababroker.com and Rob Reihl robreihl@cox.net

4

February 2008

The

IceBreaker

A Big Nutmeg Welcome

We welcome our new Nutmeg members. Here are some of the new faces you've
seen around the club. Don't worry, if you don't see your photo here, we'll be tracking you down for the next edition of
the IceBreaker.

Jim Ulatoski

Lee & Maura Cockey

Mary Christoffersen

Julie Pasnau

Lynn & Pete Harrison

Julie Power

Mike Bertonica

MaryAnn & Tim Lynn

Andy Durfee

Diane Smith

Barbara Lehning

Henry Reinhardt

Betsy McCurry

Chris Conley

Dan Mahoney

Danielle Fraser

Mike & Lili Davis-Burchat

Mike Fromm

Directory Update
We'll be publishing a
membership directly shortly.

new

Don't forget to update your listing
on the Nutmeg website.Contact
our webmaster Jeff Hannon jeff_hannon@juno.com if you need
logon information.
ADD A PHOTO TO YOUR LISTING!
We'll email your club photo if you
want to include it - pamkilbourn@
smithsresearch.net

Sil & Steve Mannik
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Steve & Vyvyan Burns

February 2008

Tom, Jim & James Crispino

The

IceBreaker

On the Bonspiel Trail (Continued From Page 1)
Derek has entered all 4 National playdowns this year and
has qualified for 2 Nationals - Mixed Doubles (finalist at
Nationals ), Men's National playdowns, Men's Club National
playdowns and the recent Mixed Playdowns. Charrissa
will be playing in the Women's Nationals in Hibbing MN
Feb 16-23 and will be playing in the Mixed Nationals with
Derek in Detroit MI March 15-22. Pretty impressive for this
husband and wife team!
Francis Dykes Men's 5 & Under
Congratulations to Rob Reihl's Nutmeg rink — second year
at the Men's 5 and Under bonspiel and they made the finals!!!
40 teams entered the competition. Reihl's rink played
against a 5-year team from Potomac and went 11 ends.
Very exciting for a group of 2nd year curlers. They lost 1
game and won 3 to make it to the 2nd event.
2nd Event Winner -BrooklineTrophy- Potomac- S. Jason
Sethi V. Brian Davernheim 2. Jeremy Vandenhouten L.
David Burnham
Runner Up - Johnson Medal - Nutmeg S. Rob Reihl V. Joel Leneker 2. Karl Bockley L. Mike Hope

Oleinik rink emerged the winners. Donna and the Oleinik
team will travel to Finland next month to represent the US.
Donna Purkey returns in her 2007 position of Team Coach
and Fifth player. Good Luck Donna!
2008 USWCA National Bonspiel
The annual meeting of the 2008 United States Womens
Curling Association was held in Duluth, MN February 13th. Representatives from member clubs traveled from
across the country to attend the meetings and, curl in the
32 team bonspiel. Nutmeg was represented by Dianne
Muldowney (Nutmeg Club Rep), Donna Purkey (USWCA
60th Anniversary Chair) and Jennifer Stannard (USWCA
2nd Vice President). Donna skipped a Nutmeg team of
Jennifer, Bobbie Stoll and Naida Leslie (who ended with a
2-2 record). Dianne skipped a rink from the Ardsley Curling
Club who's record was the same.
With temperatures at 16 below the teams appreciated
that the hotel and 8 sheet curling club were connected
by indoor skywalks. All teams had a great time with the
Marcy Callaway rink from Exmoor Curling Club in Illinois
winning their 4th straight Championship. Next year
the bonspiel will be in Wawautosa, WI and we hope to
interest 2 women's teams from Nutmeg in competing!

USCA Senior National Playdowns:
Nutmeg was represented by Donna Purkey and Jennifer
Stannard on two separate teams at the Senior Playdowns
held at the Exmoor Curling Club in Highland Park, IL.
Donna returned with the defending Champ (and World
Bronze Medalist) Pam Oleinik rink. Jennifer teamed with
her 2006 Scots Tour team, the Star Pfiffner rink from
Wisconsin (without Pfiffner who had a family emergency
at the last minute).
The Senior National event is open to all US curlers age
50 and over. The playdowns determine the rinks (1 male
team, 1 female team) to represent the USA in the Senior
Worlds, to be held this year in Finland.
4 women's teams competed in the event representing
the GNCC, Central and Wisconsin regions. At the end of
a double round robin play the Oleinik and Pfiffner rinks
were tied with one loss apiece (to each other). This set
up the tie-breaker for Sunday afternoon from which the
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Cracked Bell Bonspiel
Terry and Pam Smith, Jennifer Stannard and Joel Leneker
travelled to Philly to compete in the Cracked Bell at the
Philadelphia Curling Club. The team's impromptu uniform,
inspired by a sightseeing trip to South Street, more than
made up for their lack of success in the event — T-shirts
from Jim's Steaks, serving the best Philly Cheesteaks.
At the bonspiel, they met up with Charrissa Lin and her
GNCC Ladies team on their way to winning the 3rd event.
Harvest Bonspiel
Nutmeg took the first event in the Harvest Bonspiel at
Philadelphia Curling Club in Paoli PA, held November 1518. 16 teams attended the bonspiel.
1st Event Winner - Team Surka - S. Derek Surka V. Charrissa
Lin 2. Sean Murray L. Rachel Sethi (Rachel and Sean are
from Potomac)
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10-11, 2007 in Falmouth, Massachusetts, with a score of
61-41. Representing Nutmeg were Terrie Allen, Chuck and
Joanna Owens, Sarah and David Hirx, Lili and Mike DavisBuchart, Frank Aulenti, Donna Purkey, Jennifer Stannard,
Jayne Beattie, and Joel Leneker.
At the end of the first day of competition, Nutmeg was
down by four points with a score of Cape Cod 26, Nutmeg
22, with Joanna's rink loosing by one coming home in the
eighth end, Chuck's rink in a tie, and Jennifer’s team down
by three.

Team Surka — 1st Event Winners at the Harvest Bonspiel

1st Event Runner up - Nutmeg - S. Jeff Hannon V. Nancy Ellis
2. Rob Reihl L. Sally Hannon (Nancy is from Philadelphia
Curling club)
Two teams comprised mostly of Nutmeggers traveled to
Paoli, PA to contest the Harvest Mixed Bonspiel. Derek
Surka and Charrissa Lin curled with Sean Murray and Rachel
Sethi both from Potomac. Jeff and Sally Hannon along
with Rob Reihl curled with Nancy Ellis from Philadelphia.
As seems to occur on a regular basis at this event, the two
teams met (for the third time) in a final on Sunday. This
final was for the first event and Team Surka came out the
winner. Jeff was heard to exclaim “Just the wrong side of
the inch all game and NOT MY SHOES!” It seems that Jeff
somehow got his shoes mixed up with Terry Smith’s shoes
on Tuesday night. Of course, this went unnoticed until he
was putting on the curling shoes for the semi-final and
told Rob in the locker room “Hey, I don’t think these are
my shoes.” Rob says “Jeff was a bit distracted by the whole
shoe incident but didn’t let that stop him from partying
Saturday night.”
Saturday night at the spiel features a theme party with
music and dancing in the warm room. The theme this year
was Harry Potter with quite a few curlers in costume.

Pisces Friendly

The second day of competition included new players from
Cape Cod and a reshuffling of players for Nutmeg. Donna
won her game 17-6. Jennifer's rink added to the over all
points by winning 12- 2. Joanna's team brought in the final
points, winning 10-7.
* Be sure to check out the History of the Cape Cod Curling
Club article - Nutmeg's competition with Cape Cod dates
back 39 years! (See page 8)

Plainfield Founders Bonspiel
Three teams containing Nutmeg members were part of the
22 teams at the Founder’s bonspiel at the Plainfield curling
club. All three teams went on to win an event. Even more
impressive were the dance moves that Derek Surka broke
out late Saturday night during the karaoke. Rob Reihl was
also noted as having a good time most of which involved
standing on chairs and yelling a lot. Plainfield always
throws a good party and this was no exception.
Charrissa Lin playing with her Women’s playdown team of
Janice Langanke, Nichole Arsenault (both Plainfield) and
Rachel Sethi (Potomac) rolled through the competition on
their way to winning the first event.
Jeff and Sally Hannon played with Andrea Stepnosky and
Bob Fox from Plainfield. A really bad end cost them the
game in the first event semi-final but they went on to win
the fourth event.
Derek Surka played with Rob Reihl, Mark Mooney
(Plainfield) and Brian Parsons (Potomac). After losing the
first game, they ended up winning the rest to capture the
second event.

Nutmeg brought home the fish by winning the coveted
Pisces Friendly against Cape Cod Curling Club, November
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A Club is Born
Excerpted from "the History of the Cape Cod Curling Club. By Dave Dewees
One Day in 1969, I received in the mail a medical journal containing an article featuring curling. It mentioned the Brookline Country Club, which is where Leland McKittrick, my former Chief of Surgery, went to curl. The article was a very
interesting one. The phrase that he had said every Wednesday, "Don't call me, I am going curling," came back to me and
I thought, " I am going to give him a call and see if I can go up and watch how they play this game," which I did.
Dr. McKittrick was very kind and permitted me to sit in the warm room and watch the game of curling for a whole afternoon. After the game was over, I asked him, "Is it okay if I go out and throw a few stones? It looks like a lot of fun." He said,
"Oh no, you cannot do that because you are not a member of the club." That kind of took me back, but disappointedly, I
accepted his admonition and began to leave the building. Everett Cushman, the iceman at the curling rink, had noticed
me sitting there most of the afternoon and said, "Would you like to try throwing a few of these stones? It looked to me
as though you were quite interested."
After everybody left, Everett and I went out on the ice. He threw stones and I threw stones, and he said now hit my stone
out and now put this kind of a turn on it and put that kind of a turn on it, and I really didn't know what he was talking
about, but I tried to do it anyway. He found out that I was a member of the Board of Directors of the Falmouth Youth
Hockey League and had access to an ice surface. He said, "Would you like to borrow twelve stones and take them home
with you?" So we piled twelve stones in the back of my Jeep. I had a little difficulty guiding the vehicle but got them over
to the ice rink and placed them in the corners of the ice outside the boards so they could get good and cold.
It just so happened that the next evening the Board of Directors had a meeting scheduled. I had gone down early because I wanted to try these stones and see how they worked and what you did with them. As the other members came
in a saw this going on, they came out on the ice and threw some stones. There were twelve of us and we were throwing
stones right and left, not having the faintest idea what we were doing.
Dick Harding was the Iceman at the arena. He agreed to place the houses in the ice even thought he knew it would
cause a little bit of distress among the hockey players, which it sure did. But, we all now had a target to shoot at and the
rules to play by. A couple of wooden hacks were driven into the ice and frozen in. Then it seemed that if we were going to do this, we ought to see if we could find some people who would like to curl. So, I placed an ad in the paper for
anybody interested in curling to meet me at the Coonamesset on Sunday, March 3, 1969. To my astonishment over fifty
people showed up.
It became obvious it was difficult to play the game with only twelve stones. The American Curling Foundation graciously
loaned us two sets of rather decrepit but functioning curling stones. There were some nicks and gouges in the running
surfaces but we really didn't know better and had a great time using those stones.
Our first competition was with Nutmeg Curling Club of Darien, Connecticut. Five couples came to our club which was
based in the Falmouth Ice Rink on June 29, 1969. The curlers were Ralph Mester, Skip; Bill Mulligan, Vice Skip; James Kent,
Second; George Shank, as Lead with Ken Johnson as Alternate. After the match which incidentally was won by Cape Cod
in the ninth end, we all went to the Colonial Lounge to celebrate. In retrospect, I'm sure they let us win because we really
knew very little about curling! They presented us with a silver pitcher inscribed with a description of the event which is
proudly displayed in our trophy case today. This was the beginning of a very long friendship between our two clubs.
People like Dave and Bunny Porter and Peter and Barbara Barr would curl with us occasionally. They realized that we
didn't have any information about how to curl correctly, and suggested we go to a bonspiel, which we did. It was fascinating how rapidly we were accepted as friends in the curling situation where we knew nothing about the game. We
rapidly learned and, spending a weekend with these friendly people was a tremendous boost to us.
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Harbinger of Broom
Originally published in "The New Journal at Yale" Written by Laura Zax
It is a little known fact that, of all broom-based sports, curling is second in popularity only to quidditch. It is a littler known
fact that, this past fall, the quirky Scottish pastime was added to the roster of Yale's club sports teams. Enter Michael Lindsay,
the athletic entrepreneur who is selling Yalies on this bizarre and misunderstood game.
Lindsay's passion for curling only slightly precedes the founding of Yale's Curling Club. The 2006 Olympic Games gave the
obscure sport some welcome publicity, and he was an immediate curling convert. "I became obsessed," says Lindsay, who
first set his Tivo to record every match, and then set out to start a curling team at Yale. After rallying support by searching
for Yalies who had listed "curling" as a Facebook interest, Lindsay's brainchild passed the scrutiny of the Club Sports
Advisory Board and was soon registered as an official club sport.
Six months after he first fell for curling, Lindsay showed up at the Nutmeg Curling Club, a new curling facility in Bridgeport,
CT, for the Yale Curling Club's first practice. It was mid-October 2006, and he had a handful of other would-be curlers in towa motley crew, mostly of his close friends, whom he had convinced with some difficulty to join the team. He also had his
fingers crossed. The Berkeley junior, so passionate about curling, had never curled before in his life. "I had all of my eggs in
one very risky basket," Lindsay admits. But this fringe sport enthusiast had struck upon another success, and curling turned
out to be as much fun to play as, for most, it is to mock.
Unsurprisingly, some skeptics question this bizarre spectacle's status as a sport. After all, athletic ability, physical fitness,
and strength are by no means requisites-one of Nutmeg's members is approaching her ninetieth birthday. "You can
be pretty horribly out of shape and still curl," says the team's treasurer, Matthew Lawler. Even avid dust-busters aren't
necessarily at an advantage. "Brooms and I had never really gotten along before," says Lindsay, who showed no particular
talent for sweeping as a child. In fact, "Chess-on-ice," as curling is commonly called, often looks most like a life-sized board
game, a sophisticated reenactment of Chutes and Ladders. Even Lawler is reluctant to classify it as a sport. "I'd call it a
'skilled activity,'" Lawler says.
But curling's biggest threat isn't its debated classification. The Club Sports Advisory Board, which acknowledges fishing and
even ballroom dancing as sports, had no trouble bestowing the title. Though curling was first introduced as an Olympic
sport in 1998, the U.S. curling team's bronze medal in last year's Olympic Games has precipitated "the perfect storm for
curling" in the States, according to Lindsay.
In fact, most of the other clubs Yale played against at the team's first match in early February were also in their starting
year. "We went in ready to kick some ass," said Lindsay. And they did. A team of Yale freshmen and sophomores, competing
as a "B-team" alongside Yale's "A-Team" of juniors and seniors, won the tournament. Having gained confidence from the
unexpected victory, a team of four Bulldogs decided to head, brooms in hands, to the national "bonspiel," or tournament,
at the North Shore Curling Club in Chicago. When one player dropped out and another team member's flight from
Kennedy Airport was snowed in, the team was debilitatingly halved. By picking up alternates, the remainder of Yale's teamthe diehard duo of Lindsay and Freshman Edward Chang-still managed to participate in the tournament. The severely
handicapped team finished at nationals with a 0-3 record, two of the losses having come in the final throw of the match.
Though the attitude may be unfamiliar to the typical Yalie, winning and losing are a mere side dish in this unconventional
sport. At its heart is "the spirit of curling," an age-old tradition of beer-drinking, good sportsmanship, and a vibrant pin,
patch, and button culture. "The essence of the game is to enjoy the game," said Jim Meinhold, Nutmeg's Director of College
and Youth Curling, and it is advice worth heeding. The over-stimulated and overbooked Yalie might be surprised, on adding
this activity to her schedule, to learn what productive activity springs from, as Lindsay puts it, "stones, ice, and nothing to do."

9

February 2008

